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your monthly exploration of new music 


18 Invisible Jukebox: Sunny Murray 

Time now! for the veteran free jazz drummer to identify tracks by Albert Ayler, Celestial Communication 
Orchestra, Angus MacLise, New York Art Quartet Cecil Taylor and more. Tested by Dan Warburton 

22 Burnt Friedman 

Eiectronica’s amazing invisible man has dispersed his identity through units as diverse as Drome, Nonplace 
Urban Field, Nu-Dub Players, the Latin-tinged Flanger and more. By Chris Sharp 

26 Royal Trux 

These tramps were bom to bum: Neil Hagerty and Jennifer Flerrema pour their shared affinity for scuzzy art 
musique concrete and harmolodics into high-octane trailerpark rock noise. By Edwin Pouncey 

32 Francisco Lopez 

Exploring the interzone between sound and silence, the almost-mute 'ecosystems music 1 of this Spanish 
composer retunes the ear to hear its subtle shades and resonances. By Christoph Cox 

34 Tangents #2: Back To The Roots 

In the second in our series taking a sidelong look at recent musical history, Simon Reynolds casts a 

40 Luther Blissett 

release of an Italian tribute CD, Ken Hollings investigates the origins of the Luther Blissett legend 


reviews 


4 2 Soundcheck September's selected CDs and vinyl, including new releases from Acid Mothers Temple, 

Aihiyo, Art Ensemble Of Chicago, Peter Brdtzmann, John Butcher & Phil Durrant, Current Ninety Three, De La Soul, 
Sussan Deyhim, Kim Gordon/DJ Olive/lkue Mori, Jonathan Harvey, Pierre Henry, The Infesticons, Isotope 217, Jamie 
Udell, London Improvisers Orchestra, Pauline Oliveros, Sigur R6s, Jimi Tenor, David Toop, Cristian Vogel, Volcano The 
Bear and more 6 6 Multimedia Phil England explores the Arctic Refuge with Alaskan composer John Luther 
Adams 68 Print Run New music books: David Toop on a new Astor Piazzolla biog; an appreciation of Ornette 
Coleman; a life of Fela Kuti; Music, race and soul in America; a Rough Guide to Technotic times 

On Location Live reviews: Pan Sonic, Jimi Tenor and more at Finland's first electronica festival; John Fahey, 
Pita, Miss Murgatroid and more at Transmissions; Keith Jarrett storms London's South Bank; Kit Clayton's haus of 
clicks in San Francisco; Bernard Gunter's UK debut at extrasensory 


4 Editor’s Idea 6 Letters 14 Bitstream News from music's outer limits 16 Global Ear 

Music beyond vodou in Haiti's Port-au-Prince 63 Charts 64 Label Directory 80 Out There 
September's selected festivals, happenings, live events, clubs and radio 88 Back Issues 
89 Subscribe and get FREE CDs or FREE magazines! 90 Epiphanies Don Watson remembers 49p 
well spent on The Faust Tapes 
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IN OCTOBER THE WIRE PUBLISHES ITS 200th ISSUE 


Coming next month 
the Wire 200 
+ The Wire Tapper 
Special Edition 


To celebrate, we have compiled our most extravagant 
free CD to date, The Wire Tapper Special Edition, 

a unique 30 TRACK DOUBLE CD which will be given 
away with copies of the October issue' 

The Wire Tapper Special Edition will be the most 
extensive guide yet to the kind of wide-ranging, 
uncompromising new music that gets featured in the 
mag each month. Because the CD has been designed 
to commemorate our 200th issue, we have made 
sure that it will be extra special, and feature a raft of 
EXCLUSIVE, UNRELEASED material that won't be 
available anywhere else in any size, shape or format 

Musicians contributing tracks to the CD include Coil, 
The Fall, Angus MacLise, Christian Marday & Otomo 
Yoshihide, Faust, Atom Heart & Burnt Friedman, 
Nurse With Wound, Janek Schaefer, Terry Riley, DJ I- 
Sound, Current Ninety Three, Doug Scharin & HIM, 
General Magic, Voice Crack/Erik M/Gunter Muller, 
David Grubbs, Pan Sonic, Sensational, C-Schulz & 
Hajsch, Ran Blake, Gary Smith Sttugh Hopper, 
Susumu Yokota, Tom Recchion, Nils 0kland, Glenn 
Spearman/William Parker/Denis Charles and more 


Packaged in a heavy duty card slipcase, The Wire 
Tapper Special Edition is the free CD to end them 
all — available only with The Wire 200, October 2000 









letters 


Write to: Letters, The Wire, 45-46 Poland Street, London W1F 7NA, UK. 
Fax +44 (0)20 7287 4767, e-mail letters@thewire.co.uk. Please include a M 
name and address. Every letter published wins a FREE CD 
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A survey of sounds from around the planet. This month. 




























Sunny Murray 

Tested by Dan Warburton 

James Marcellus Arthur 'Sunny 1 (sometimes Sonny) Murray was bom on 21 September 
1936 — not 1937, as often stated —Jn Idabel, Oklahoma, but grew up in Philadelphia, 

Though well schooled in bebop, it was while working with pianist Cecil Taylor and altoist 
jjj Jimmy Lyons from 1959 to the mid-1960s that Murray almost singlehandedly 
g revolutionised jazz drumming, paving the way for generations of free players to come. 

§ After his stint with Taylor, he started working with Albert Ayler in 1964, and both Ayler 
5 and poet LeRoi Jones (aka Amiri Baraka) appeared on Murray's 1965 debut as leader, 


Sonny's Time Now (Jihad, recently reissued on DIW). After appearing with Archie 
Shepp's group at the Pan-African Festival in July 1969, Murray found himself in Paris, 
along with Shepp and many other young lions of free jazz, and recorded intensively for 
the BYG Actuel label during its tumultuous summer of activity that year. He eventually 

Aside from Taylor, Ayler and Shepp, the list of musicians Murray has played and/or 
recorded with reads like a who’s who of new jazz: Ornette Coleman, John Coltrane, Bill 
Dixon, Roswell Rudd, Byard Lancaster, Alan Silva, Jimmy Lyons, Keshavan Maslak, David 

and, most recently, Arthur Doyle. The Jukebox took place in Sunny’s "home from home’ 
in Paris: the Studio des Islettes, a tiny jazz club tucked away up a side street near the 


















i he got sick while 
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inauguration in the mid-50s, this TOO day long event - 


langer. Words: Chris Sharp. Photos: Eva Vermandel 






















tramps like us 

Pound for pound, the trailer park noise symphonies of Royal Trux out-weird everything this 
side of Ornette Coleman and The Grateful Dead. Edwin Pouncey travels to Washington DC to 
hear how Jennifer Herrema and Neil Hagerty’s stock keeps on rising. Photos: Frank Bauer 



















































Reflecting his conception of the world as sound generator, Spanish composer Francisco Lopez 
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the remixologists’ gospel, the dub virus was so successful, it 
its reggae song hosts. Simon Reynolds rediscovers the 
political and religious dimensions. Illustration: Karl Bielik 


to the roots 
































































Football hero, cloned avatar of the radical art underground, and now virtual 
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soundcheck 



bitty and overly tidy. There's no timespace for musical brains might sound like. But again, at 


they angry? In some physical or psychic pain? 
Bubbling over with loony joy? Perhaps 
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D-FUSE PRESENTS FEHLEfT 








































































































































.on Gqing live: festivals, concerts, clubs ir 









on location 
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godspeed you 
Plack: emperor! 


A Month of Sundays 
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Free CDs! Free magazines! 


Our August offer: take out your first subscription to The Wire and get a full set of 

Wire Tapper CDs or three extra issues plus The Wire Tapper 4 & 5 — FREE! 

The Wire Tapper Vols 1-5 


Three Extra Issues plus 
The Wire Tapper V ols 4 & 5 

















































'Chilling, exhilarating... 
stunning stuff' 

TIME OUT 

‘ a wealth of dark and 
disturbing pleasures... 
uneasy listening for 
uneasy souls’ 

THE INDEPENDENT 
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